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small town in North Carolina is shaken when an 11-year-old girl is brutally murdered. In this crime,

Forensic pathologist Kay Scarpetta sees eerie and disturbing echoes of a serial killer's work. Her

investigation will lead her to a macabre research facility and into a truly horrifying world. New York

Times best-selling author Patricia Cornwell fills this novel with knife-edged suspense.
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For reasons unknown to even myself, I've been reading this series completely out of order. This is

the fifth book in the series of fifteen (to date), and the one with the most forensics out of the ones

that I have read.Postmortem(1990)Body of Evidence (1991)All That Remains (1992)Cruel and

Unusual (1993)The Body Farm (1994)From Potter's Field (1995)Cause of Death (1996)Unnatural

Exposure (1996)Point of Origin (1998)Black Notice (1999)The Last Precinct (2000)Blow Fly

(2003)Trace (2004)Predator (2005)Book of the Dead (2007)The main story is about the murder of

an eleven year old girl in North Carolina, where the methods used and evidence found are similar to

murders committed by a known serial killer. To complicate matters, the agent investigating the

matter is discovered dead under strange and unusual circumstances and some incriminating

evidence is found in his home.In a sub-plot, Scarpetta's niece Lucy is under investigation for a

possible security breach, and a family crisis follows soon after. Last, and certainly least, romance is

in bloom for all the main characters, not always with the desired results.
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